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Dear Friends, 
 
Looking back, this has been a busy year for us at Deepam. It started with a third, and hopefully last, 
Covid lockdown, which opened up in time for us to celebrate our 30th birthday in February. Our day-
care group is back in full swing where we provide many different group activities, plus individual 
therapies and educational classes tailored to the individual students. The babies and young children 
are also back for their early intervention therapies. Alongside our normal activities, we have also been 
able to find vocational training opportunities for some of our older students outside Deepam to help 
them slowly transition into a more independent adult life. One young lady is currently trying out full 
time farm work with the wish to become a farmer, and three other girls are attending a 6-month 
tailoring training course and are proudly wearing the clothes they have stitched themselves. 
 
A house for Lakshmi 
We met Lakshmi when we were doing Tsunami support in a far out coastal village in 2005. She was 
born without disabilities and was attending a mainstream school when she contracted meningitis at 
the age of nine and lost her vision permanently. Both her parents then passed away when she was 13 
years old, and without any siblings to take care of her, she depended on her village to support her 
with food and shelter. Now she lives alone and has a simple job as a messenger, going around the 
villages with a bell announcing family functions, deaths and other news. In return she receives some 
food and a little pocket money. 
 

Since we met her, Deepam has been helping her in small ways like giving her household items, food 
and supporting with healthcare. Every now and then when Lakshmi needs some help from us, she 
independently travels to Deepam on public buses and by hitchhiking to ask for the specific help she 
needs. It is amazing to see how self-confident and independent she is. 
 

Lakshmi has been struggling to live in a 
hut that has begun to leak badly during 
the rains. She once came to us because 
her big bag of rice had been ruined under 
the leaking roof. The hut was offered to 
her by the village, but it is in such bad 
condition now that it is not even worth 
repairing. Selvi and her husband visited 
her home and spoke to the village 
leaders who offered Lakshmi a small 
plot of land in the middle of the village 
right next to the temple where she is 
protected. A local mason offered to build 
a small house for a reasonable price and 

promised not to overcharge us as we are building a house for a blind lady. It will be the first time 
Lakshmi will have access to her own toilet. The house is now well under construction and we hope it 
will be ready before the monsoon sets in. We wish Lakshmi all the best in her new home.  



Shakti is the second of twin brothers born in 2007. While 
his brother was born without disability, Shakti has severe 
athetoid cerebral palsy which results in spasticity and 
constant uncontrollable movements in his body, 
including in his face which effects his eating and speech. 
Shakti came to us seven years ago, his now widowed 
mother claiming to live in a local village so that we would 
take her son. It turned out that he actually lives in 
Pondicherry, which is outside of the area we normally 
accept children from, however his mother has been so 
committed and dedicated to Shakti and his therapy that 
we simply could not turn them away. She works as a 
household cleaner and her income is not enough to 

sustain her family, so Deepam gives her some extra financial support. 
 
Shakti is intelligent and charming and attends a special school in Pondicherry. He comes to Deepam 
for physiotherapy and joins our students for swimming and horse riding. He is now able to walk small 
distances with special shoes and the help of callipers and a walker. When we asked Shakti what he 
would like to share with our Deepam friends, he said that he loves coming to Deepam and particularly 
likes Joyce, his physiotherapist. He said that Deepam supports his family a lot, for example with 
petrol money for his mother’s moped and grocery items during the lockdown. He was full of love and 
appreciation for his mother and said that in the future he would like to run his own shop, preferably 
a pet shop as he loves animals, and that this shop would help secure a source of income for his mother 
to make her life easier. His mother also expressed her gratitude to Deepam who, she says, supports 
her like family. 
 
Three Decades of Deepam 
We have made two new short films capturing where Deepam is at after 30 years. One was made by 
Selvi’s son, Rishi, and both can be seen in our website gallery: https://www.deepam-
auroville.in/en/films/  
 
Deepam festival 
Each year we take special pleasure in 
celebrating the festival of Karthigai Deepam. 
This year, on the 6th of December, we will once 
again light 2000 small oil lamps (deepams) and 
hope that the warm light it brings to us will also 
shine out into the lives of everyone everywhere. 
With the current challenges and changes that 
most of us are facing across the world, we are 
even more grateful for the loyal support of our 
friends in India and abroad during this time. 
Without you, our work with our children, young 
people and their families would simply not be 
possible. Heartfelt gratitude and appreciation to 
you all! 
 
Sending best wishes for a happy Christmas and a wonderful new year,  
 
Angelika Ehrle, Lawrence Selvi and all of us at Deepam 
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